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1. What were BBSs?
. Why were they important?

. How was content moderated
on BBSs?
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Social Media (sort
of...) was born in a
snowstorm in

Chicago!

Ward Christensen
and Randy Suess
created the first BB

iIn 1978 to talk with
their computer club

Hobbyist
Computerized
Bulletin Board

Bulletin board systems
could become nodes in a
communication network.

Ward Christensen
688 E 154th St 73D
Dolton IL 60419

Randy Suess
1930 Bradley
Chicago IL 60613

The Computerized Hobbyist Bulletin
Board System is a personal computer based
system for message communication among
experimenters. People with terminals o
computers equipped with modems call in to
leave and retrieve messages. It was conceived,
designed, built, programmed, tested, and
installed in a 30 day period (January 16
1978 to February 16 1978) by the two of
us. In an effort to generate material for our
computer club’s newsletter, | first thought
of the idea and discussed it with Randy on
January 16 1978.

We laid out the hardware requirements:

troller and floppy disk drive to the project.
I purchased the floppy disk drive, controller
and CP/M license, and loaned 24 K bytes of
memory to the project, pending receipt of
16 K bytes offered by DMA. Randy donated
his D C Hayes modem board, PolyMorphics
VTI, SWTPC keyboard, power supply,
chassis, IMSAI 8080 processor card and
Vector memory board.

We started with the monitor for the sys-
tem, but found that it was difficult to make
the VTI keyboard port work because the
VTI keyboard data bus shares the bus
carrying the characters being displayed.
To solve this, Randy bought a Processor
Technology 3P+S board and interfaced the
keyboard to it. This also allowed us to have
a sense switch port using the 3P+S. Since this
board has a serial port, Randy later decided
to add a Teletype to the system for log-
ging incoming data, This completed the
configuration.

Programming

In the first week of the project, | wrote
a mock-up of the software using MITS 8 K
BASIC. The input/output (IO) drivers
could be switched to my modem under
sense switch control, so | had people call
in and critique the system. Many good
suggestions were made.

By now Randy had the computer far
enough along to need some programming,
50 a monitor was put into read only mem-
ory. Since the system was to run under
CP/M, a Teletype compatible scroll routine
was also put into the read only memory for
both the monitor’s and CP/M’s use. Addi-
tions were made later to support the 3P+S
board for keyboard input.

After the BASIC mock-up of the system
was close to what we wanted, programming
started on the assembler version of the
software.

Assembler language was chosen over
BASIC for the implementation language
because of size and speed efficiency, and to
maintain control over such functions as
control-K to terminate (kill) the current
function and return to the main menu.
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BIG WHEELS... KEEP
ON TURNING?




Focus on one type of
network protocol —
TCP/IP — that would

eventually consume
All Networks

Linear Narrative of
Gov / Corporate
growth

1969




Bulletin Board Systems by Area Code
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BBSs 1978 -
PRESENT

LOCALLY OWNED AND
OPERATED!

FARM TO TABLE INTERNET!




STORY TIME




Some Are Really

For the Birds
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It's No Longer Just Techno-Hobbyists Who Meet by Modem

bt
Ce=smes

8 m.m.. = il _2 i i

Ul G 1y el B il

r_u_ flafii 433 5_ i

gl s nw it .:: _

_an_ i 123 B fil :_5_

m ’ M ___.

: HEHIE @ﬁ
i

I i1 a____?_"w"__w

| TR

i

i ._ ___“___

w ills 1 bt

i i .E._ i il

mewx:n__“m“.m nm J ..w~ _m_ ___ i m“w

1 ifi £5 [l —_n.

HE N_M““._mm_ ~m.ﬁﬁ i _.m”

i
i _.:?_:s__.: TR
_._ = *_ r:
' :. _: il .. e
W m%wiiﬁﬁgihﬁi
: w_u_m,_zu_mm_._. itk f__._.. H _____._=
5 i)
—~~
2 © -
o = o)
Q=2 O
. A = £ 0
E o +~ O
W“S N
—_ =L o 0
© W o+ M ®
oo g E O7g
- 08 E & S
dmO ©
T QR £ 5
s S aC <
P O S v -5 =2
=X O C O
oL 9 85
o O = C X
e U e a - — C
CSnNES P E®
e A
CMN Q9 oL
OmoO X o
[ | [ |



SALVATRIX

nupn Eupnpns

mwmﬁ-&rﬁz - —= Small networks
because dialing Iin
was expensive
Geographic proximity
= making friends IRL
-> |earning more
BBSs to dial ->

making friends IRL




SYSOP
VETTING

e Content moderation
was seen not as
something to
balance free speech
/ expression, but as
community
management
Literally who do you
know here...




“Oh, I'll tell you one thing that was interesting
back in those days was that | that women
would sometimes not know if they were talking
to another woman. And kind of the secret code
for proving that you were female to other
women, was there were two questions: One
was what size panty hose do you wear?
Because men don’t know what sizes panty
hose come in. And they would say, like seven
or something, which is not even a thing. And
now, we don’t even have pantyhose anymore,
but okay. And what’s the French manicure?“
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o Play around with the archives on
textfiles.com

o Read “The Old Puppet Masters:
Content Moderation on Computer
Bulletin Board Systems” by Me

~ Good Byet
Hope you en joyed
your visit to
- THE CAUVE?!

Come again soon?! |




